We have done what we were obliged to do
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10 (Lk 17,7-10)

When does the disciple of Jesus do what he must do? When he transforms the whole Word of the Gospel into his flesh and blood, according to gifts, charisms, missions, grace received from the Holy Spirit. Jesus, before leaving this world to return to the Father, confesses that he did what he was commanded to do: “I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you gave to me I have given to them. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours. Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are. When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. I gave them your word, and the world hated them, because they do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world.” (Jn 17,1-26). Jesus is the obedient, meek, humble, pure, merciful, true, merciful, just, holy Servant. 

Even St. Paul, when he takes leave of the Bishops of Asia, attests the same truth. But it is certain that many of them will not behave in the same way: “Yet I consider life of no importance to me, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the gospel of God’s grace. And so I solemnly declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not shrink from proclaiming to you the entire plan of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come among you, and they will not spare the flock. So be vigilant and remember that for three years, night and day, I unceasingly admonished each of you with tears.” (Act 20, 19-31). Reading the Revelation, we find that all are found deficient in many things. There is who omits one thing, who another, who omits many. 

At that time, Jesus said: “Who among you would say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately and take your place at table’? Would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink when I am finished’? Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was commanded? So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.’”
St. Peter reveals to Christians that it is their obligation to put on every virtue. When they have put on all the virtues, then they can say that they have done what it is their duty to do: “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, virtue with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with devotion, devotion with mutual affection, mutual affection with love. If these are yours and increase in abundance, they will keep you from being idle or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Anyone who lacks them is blind and shortsighted, forgetful of the cleansing of his past sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more eager to make your call and election firm, for, in doing so, you will never stumble. For, in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you.” (2Pt 1,5-11). The works to be done are those commanded. Jesus became obedient until death on the cross. The Christian too must make himself obedient to every word of the Gospel. If a single word from him has not been transformed into his flesh and blood, he cannot say that he is a useless servant. It lacks something to be. The work to be completed is for the disciple of Jesus only obedience. From obedience all the works of material and spiritual charity, of grace and truth, of justice and compassion will spring. Without obedience they are natural works, never supernatural.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that every Christian is always from the perfect obedience.
